LIFE OF VIJAYKRISHNA
sense-stimuli impinging upon his mind vanished, and
everything in and about him acquired a new and
unwonted meaning.
One of the distinguishing features of the life of
Vijaykrishna at this time as before, was the singular
emphasis laid on the operation of Divine Grace as the only
thing capable of leading us to salvation. Vedantism holds
that there can be no such thing as Divine Grace, and
that this doctrine has been invented by some only to
cover the supposed unbridgeable gulf between the finite
Jzva and the infinite Siva. Brahmoism, although deriving
its monotheistic creed from Vedantism, never accepted the
Vedantic view of the apparent finitude of the individual.
However much Vedantism might have denied the operation
of Divine Grace in the intuitional spiritual experience, the
dawning of the illumination, revealing the true character
of the finite, was described by Sree Harsa as an act of
Divine Grace. This doctrine of Grace is one of the very-
important characteristics of all theistic movements, and
even Kashmir Saivism recognizes this doctrine by what
they call Sakti pata. Looking hopefully forward to the
grace of God is one of the determinants of pure devotion,
and Vijaykrishna, who was a great Bhakta first and last,
knew this patient waiting for Divine Mercy to be the life
and soul of his religion. When Man ascends or God
descends, the mystical opening is Grace and nothing but
that. His life-energy being directly connected to divine
energy by his Guru, the encumbrances that could not so
long be altogether cast off by his very best independent
efforts, were now gone,—there were no more any obstruc-
tions preventing his spirit from sending forth its pure white
light. And herein we notice the necessity for accepting
a Guru. Even Jesus Christ, who said, "I and my Father
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